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SOVIET AIMS IN MANCHURIA 


foviet efforts to exin military and esac contra 
over Manchuria have been motivated by Soviet ambitions to 
become a dominant power in the Pacific and by tie realiaa~ 
: Zz ton. of Manchuria's strategic protecting position in relation 
Pe to eastern Siberia. Overall Soviet strategy 14 based upon the 
i maintennnee of a aeparate miliary eatablishment in the Far 
a Eaet which, even during World War 1, wae kept at fill 
tim . Strength. Laxgely to provide support for this separate mili- 
i | fary establishment, Soviet leaders have given high priority 
to the development of the economic self-sufficiency of the 
‘Boviet Far Eastern areds. Conisvol over Manchuris will also 
shorten the Moscow-Viedivostock railroad route by seven 
hundred miles and provide the USSR with a year~re 
warm-water port for the development of naval power and - 
_ UU commerce in the Pacific. Moreover, Manchurian raw materiale 
” can be used to aupply industries in weet Siberia and the Soviet 
- Far East, to acquire foreign exchange, and eventually to exert . 
strong econoutic pressure on Japan, North Korea, and China. 


‘The HSSR is now in an excellent position to exploit. 
Manchuris’s preat military and economic potential, Under 
i the terme of the Sino-Soviet Treaty of 1945 {concluded with 
; 2 the National Government), the USSR legally a ex- 

Po tensive extraterritoris] rights in Manchuria and foint owners ~ 
= ship with China of the Changchun railway, The Chinese Com~ 
= tmuinists, in publicly endorsing the special position of the USSR 

| in Manchuria recently, hailed it as being in the beat interests 
: of the Chinese people and as a protection against ‘ ‘american 
= imperialism.” After the Communist capture of Peiping, the 
at Chinese Comnnmist Party transferred its headquarters and 
EY top parsonnel from Manchuria, Although the Chinese Com- 
munists have established a government in Manchuria, it is 
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subservient to Soviet “advisers,” "The recent concheetos. of 

‘® Sovlet-lManchurlin fac agresment pays de facto Soviok 
secopidtion to the Minehurian Comnumlat regime end officlaiy 
euinblished 4 precedent fer direct Soviet-<Manchurisn reletiois, 
Presumably in an atiompi io conceal the conflict between the 
special Soviet position and Chinese sovereign rights In Men- 
thuria, the Chinese Communists have acclaimed the pact ac. 
evidence of Soviet friendship and a foreriiner of Soviet 
aeaistance in industrialisine Chim, 
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